Democratic Republic of the Congo

Co-ordinating Committee for Civil Society Advocacy on Natural Resource
Governance

PRESS RELEASE No. 05/011/2026

CALL FOR AN IMMEDIATE END TO THE HARASSMENT OF MR SERGE ILUNGA SHIMATU, CO-
ORDINATOR OF THE RCEN AND ADVOCATE FOR TRANSPARENCY IN THE MINING SECTOR
IN MITWABA

Civil society organisations working on natural resource governance in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo express their deep concern at the summons issued by the National Intelligence Agency (ANR) to Mr
Serge Ilunga Shimatu, coordinator of the Network of Environmental Communicators (RCEN), following a
complaint lodged by the administrator of the Mitwaba territory after his organisation denounced the alleged
irregular collection of 1,000 FC per tonne of cassiterite in that territory.

Whilst the Secretary-General for Mines had officially requested the Haut-Katanga Provincial Division of
Mines and Geology to produce a detailed report on the allegations concerning the alleged collection of a tax
of 1,000 FC per tonne of cassiterite in the Mitwaba territory, the administrator of the Mitwaba territory has
lodged a complaint with the National Intelligence Agency (ANR) against Mr Serge Ilunga Shimatu,
coordinator of the Network of Environmental Communicators (RCEN)).

Civil society organisations regret this move and believe it diverts attention from the main objective, which
is to establish the facts and address the concerns raised. They consider that efforts should be prioritised
towards producing the report requested by the Secretary-General for Mines and clarifying the allegations
made, rather than taking actions that could be perceived as a form of intimidation or pressure on those
working to promote transparency and good governance in the mining sector.

At a time when the Democratic Republic of the Congo is engaged in the validation process for the
Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI), civil society organisations reiterate that it is essential
to ensure a safe and supportive environment for citizens to voice their concerns and for organisations
working towards transparency, accountability and the responsible management of natural resources to carry
out their work.

Civil society organisations condemn any form of harassment, intimidation or reprisals targeting human
rights defenders and civil society actors engaged in promoting good governance in the extractive sector.
They call for an immediate end to any action that may infringe upon the rights and freedoms of Mr Serge
Ilunga Shimatu and the members of the RCEN in the legitimate exercise of their civic activities.

In light of the above, civil society organisations call on:
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the administrator of the Mitwaba territory to withdraw his complaint and to put an end to any action
that could be perceived as a form of harassment or intimidation against the RCEN coordinator;

the Director-General of the ANR to ensure respect for fundamental rights and freedoms and to take
appropriate measures against any officer found to be responsible for acts of harassment or
intimidation against human rights defenders and civil society actors;

human rights networks, civil society organisations and all relevant partners to take action to protect
civic space, freedom of expression and citizen participation in the Democratic Republic of the
Congo.

For transparency cannot be strengthened by silencing those who contribute to its advancement.

Done in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 12 November 2026

List of signatory organisations

No. | Organisations (Names and roles) Contact details

1 | African Resources Jean Keba Kangodie, Tel: +243 998 30 61 05
Watch (AFREWATCH) | A gyocacy Officer jeankeba@afrewatch.org

2 | La Sentinelle des Jean Pierre Okenda, Tel: +243 829781977
Ressourc.es Naturelles Executive Director in.okenda@sentineldre.org
(La Sentinelle)

3 | Centre for Research and | Joseph Cihunda Tel: +243837773648
Studlés on Fhe Rule of Hengelela, iosephcihunda@email.com
Law in Africa (CREEDA) Executive Secretary

3 | Action Against Impunity | Nicole Odia Kayembe, Tel: +243997020609
in Human Rights Representative nodiakayembe(@gmail.com
(ACIDH)

4 | National Centre for Gabrielle Pero, Tel: +243 811 706 897
Support to Devel.orl)me.nt Director-General perogaby@hotmail.com
and Popular Participation
(CENADEP)
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5 | Women Entrepreneurs’ Mariana Cibalonza Tel: +243990256555

Initiative for Sustainable | Bwema,
Development (IFEDD) .
Coordinator mchibalonzal @gmail.com

6 | Co-ordinated Kass Alidor Muteba, Tel: +243815150940
Orge.misation ' of | Programme Officer kassmuteba@gmail.com
Environmentalists and
Friends of Nature
(OCEAN)

7 | Natural Resources Jean Marie Nkanda, Tel: +243 815315237
Network (RRN) Coordinator jeanmarienkanda@gmail.com;

8 | Federation of Women | Alphonsine Tshilefe, Tel: +243 995020155
Entrepreneurs in Mining | pocident
and the Agro-Pastoral _ '
Sector in Congo Alpho.tshilefe@gmail.com
(FEMIAC)

9 | Initiative for Good Eric Mikalano, Tel: +243 975434657
Governance of Natural Coordinator ericmikalano@gmail.com:
Resources in South
Kivu

10 | Network of
gﬂvmn@emahm and | piey Merci Thuambe, | Tel: +243 817417307

ommunicators on .
Natural Resources Coordinator dieumercilapresse(@gmail.com
(RECOREN/NGO)
11 | Maniema Libertés (Mali) | Paul Kasongo, Tel: +243 813 126 789
Chairman of the Paulkasongo.mali@gmail.com
Board of Directors

12 | Women’s Forum for Lisette Mavungu, Tel: +243810894296
Natural Resource Coordinator ffoern2016(@gmail.com
Governance (FFGRN)
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13 | Citizens’ Forum (FC) Martin Milolo, Tel: +243813263827
Coordinator milolonsenda@gmail.com
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14 | Network of Serge Shimatu, Tel: +243997205153
Environ@ental Coordinator/Haut- rcenkatanga@gmail.com
Communicators Katanga
(RCEN)

15 | Women and Scholastique Atadra, Tel: +243859077970
Economic Justice Coordinator scholatadra@gmail.com;
(FEJE)

16 | Episcopal Commission Jeanne-Marie Abanda,
for Natural Resources Executive Secretary Tel.: 243858189289
(CERN/CENCO) jeanniaba@yahoo.fr

17 | Initiative for Sustainable | Sylvie Manda, Co- Tel: +243997239877
Development (IDD) ordinator sylvieferlaye3@gmail.com

18 | Action for the Defence | Aimé Banza Mwape, | Tel: +243 812796536
of Human  Rights | Coordinator, ai banzaaime@gmail.com
(ADDH)

19 | Observatory for the Freddy Kasongo, Tel: +243 995567001
Study and Support of Executive Director
Social and .
Environmental fkasongo@maliyetu.org,
Responsibility
(OEARSE)

20 | Justice for All (JPT) Eloge Itumba, Tel: +243 853808613

Coordinator elogitumba@gmail.com,

21 | North Kivu Mining Alexis Muhima, Tel: +243 997769094
Thematic Working Group | Te,m [ eader alexmuhima@gmail.com
(GTTM)

22 | Initiative for Good Donat Kambola Lenge, | Tel: +243 994834158
Governance and Human | 5 4000
Rights (IBGDH)

kambolalengedonat@gmail.com

23 | Natural Resources and Willy Iloma, Coordinator | Tel: +243 898522228

Development (RENAD) ilomawilly@gmail.com
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24 | OISILLONS Asbl Flore Kayala, Tel: +243 819 902 881
Coordinator flore.kayala@yahoo.com

25 | Tturi Civil Society | Dieudonné Kasonia, Tel: +243 813 014 336
Consultative  Framework | pemanent Secretary dieudokasonia@outlook.com
on Natural Resources
(CdC/RN)

26 | Research and Expertise Gaubert Mongi Bosifa, Tel: +243 858 104 464
Group for Local Coordinator gaubertmongi@gmail.com

Environment and
Electricity Sectors

27 | Centre for Legal and Josué Kashal, Deputy Tel: +243991303434
Judicial Assistance Coordinator kashalkashal@yahoo.fr
(CAl))

28 | Regional Council of Dieudonné Tel: +243997337219
Non-Governmental Tsh}mplqlmbua ddtshimpidimbuam@yahoo.fr
Development Mujanayi,

Organisations Executive Secretary
(CRONGD)

29 | Peasants’ Action Against | Sandrine Nsanga, Tel: +243998760717 apcfongd@yahoo.fr
Hunger (APCF) Coordinator

30 | Coalition of NGOs Anaclet [lunga Tel: +243844098388
Working in the Mining, Tshiamanga, Coordinator

coalitioncome587@gmail.com

31 | Shared Prosperity (PP) Virginie Adala, Tel: +243 816982389
Coordinator virginieadala@gmail.com
32 | Framework of Actors Alphonse Khonde, Tel: +243973659955
and Actlons for Executive Secretary contactcaadd@gmail.com
Sustainable Development
(CAADD)
33 | Tusaidiane Entraide Agnés Buhendwa Tel: +243893174199
(Tusa ONGD) Nyenyezi,

menamajina@gmail.com



mailto:flore.kayala@yahoo.com
mailto:dieudokasonia@outlook.com
mailto:gaubertmongi@gmail.com
mailto:kashalkashal@yahoo.fr
mailto:ddtshimpidimbuam@yahoo.fr
mailto:apcfongd@yahoo.fr
mailto:coalitioncome587@gmail.com
mailto:virginieadala@gmail.com
mailto:contactcaadd@gmail.com
mailto:menamajina@gmail.com

Democratic Republic of the Congo
Co-ordinating Committee for Civil Society Advocacy on Natural Resource

Governance
Coordinator

34 | League for Patrick Bala-Bala, Tel: +243842684745
Transparency in the Coordinator Patrickbalabala2010@gmail.com
Extractive Industries
(LITRASE)

35 | Congolese Alert for the Mr Olivier Ndoole, Tel: +243999036894
Er.1V1ronment and Human Executive Secretary direction.acedhrdc(@gmail.com
Rights (ACEDH)

36 | RECONFORT asbl Pascaline Ngoie Numbi, | Tel: +243995630407

Coordinator

37 | Philanthropists Lualaba Coordinator ongpsfasbl@gmail.com
Without Borders
(PSF)

38 | World Peace Foundation | Dr John Mukhuta fpmrdcongo@gmail.com

Muhiana
Coordinator

39 | National Human Rights Jean Kayamba Jeanleopoldkayambal92@gmail.com

Inspectorate (INDH) Mulumbe
Provincial
Coordinator

40 | Congolese Union for Jean Léopold Kayamb unicopslualabaasbl@gmail.com
Social Progress Mwemb
(UNICOPS) Provincial

Coordinator

41 | National Network of Esther Matuka Tel: +243 902 178 875
NGOs for the
Development of Women
and Young People
(Lualaba) (RENADEF)

42 | The Voice of the Sébastien Mpiana, Tel: +243 991 005 665
Oppressed (VDO) Provincial Co- Sebatienmpianal 57@gmail.com

ordinator
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43 | JUSTICIA asbl Provincial Tel: +243 977 724 992
(Lualaba) Coordinator
44 | Diocesan Commission Henri Kasongo, henrimutatak@gmail.com

45

Diocesan Commission
for Justice and Peace
(CDJP)

Suzane Matemb,

Co-ordinator

Suzanematemb01@gmail.com

46

Initiative for the
Protection of Human
Rights and Social
Reintegration (IPDHOR)

Léonard Zam,

Chair

Tel: +243 996 751 373

Leonarddy.zam@jiphor-drc.org

To get in touch:

Mr Jean-Pierre Okenda: 0829781977

Ismaél Tutu: 0812883580
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